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Course Tune-Up Challenge 2: Assessments 
Challenge 2: Assessments  
Now that we have improved the navigation of our courses, let’s consider assessments, a key component of all courses. Try to complete one Plus 1 task (small time commitment) and/or one High Impact task 
(more significant time commitment).  

Tasks   What you will do   Why you would do it How you will do it  

Plus 1  
Option 1  

Create or revise 
assignment, discussion, and  
quiz descriptions in your 
Brightspace courses 

Assignments and Discussions: Long assignment or discussion directions take 
up a lot of space on the Table of Contents page. Consider revising the topic 
description in the Table of Contents to a short overview and link to an HTML 
page that contains the full description of the assignment.  Students might miss 
content that is below a long assignment description because they think that 
assignment is the last item. 
Quizzes: When editing a quiz, you have an option to add a description 
and/or introduction. Ensure you have the same information in both fields 
because the Description is viewed in the Table of Contents and the 
Introduction is viewed when the student starts the quiz.  

In Brightspace  
From Content, select the module from the Table of Contents. Click on 
the down-arrow next to the assignment, quiz, or discussion title and select 
Edit Properties In-place. Add a brief description.   
https://iweb.langara.ca/edtech/6-week-course-tune-up-resources/how-to-
create-and-or-revise-assignment-quizzes-and-discussion-descriptions/  
  
  

Plus 1   
Option 2  

Set up a checklist for each 
assignment 

Checklists help students organize their time and focus their efforts. They 
make it apparent to students what work is complete and what has yet to be 
done. They also help students develop a sense of autonomy.   

Your checklist can be a simple document you hand out in class or share on the 
web or it can be set up in your Brightspace course. 
In Brightspace: Itemize Assignments Using Checklists  

Plus 1 
Option 3  

Create a rubric for an 
assessment  

  

Rubrics clearly outline how you will assess a project, or an assignment by 
communicating your expectations for each component and describing 
different levels of quality. With a rubric, you can ensure the assignment is 
aligned with course learning outcomes and create a valuable grading tool, 
ensuring consistency and structured feedback. For students, rubrics clarify 
your expectations for their performance and allow students to assess their 
own work. As a result, rubrics contribute to student success. 

TCDC resources 
Designing and using rubrics  
Brightspace help  
Add a Rubric to an Existing Activity  
Create a Holistic Rubric  
Create an Analytic Rubric  

High 
Impact  
Option 1  

Offer opportunities for 
authentic assessment  
authentic assessments 

• resemble real-world tasks and 
activities  

Authentic assessment tasks can enhance higher-order thinking skills and 
students’ transferable skills. Integrating authentic tasks in assessments 
motivates students as they see how the work is connected to real 
life.  Authentic assessment can also enhance learning by equipping students 
with reflective thinking and creativity skills.  
Sokhanver et al 2021  

Toronto Metropolitan University has a useful resource with examples  
https://www.torontomu.ca/content/dam/learning-teaching/teaching-
resources/assessment/alternative-assessments.pdf  

https://iweb.langara.ca/edtech/6-week-course-tune-up-resources/how-to-create-and-or-revise-assignment-quizzes-and-discussion-descriptions/
https://iweb.langara.ca/edtech/6-week-course-tune-up-resources/how-to-create-and-or-revise-assignment-quizzes-and-discussion-descriptions/
https://youtu.be/eymmiUO0Zvo
https://iweb.langara.ca/tcdc/teaching_learning/rubrics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7qeDzHiawM&index=3&list=PLxHabmZzFY6l62FiO726n4by8AMnho5av
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=591G-J5VxjU&list=PLxHabmZzFY6l62FiO726n4by8AMnho5av
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjVpbx91SK8&list=PLxHabmZzFY6l62FiO726n4by8AMnho5av&index=2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2021.101030
https://www.torontomu.ca/content/dam/learning-teaching/teaching-resources/assessment/alternative-assessments.pdf
https://www.torontomu.ca/content/dam/learning-teaching/teaching-resources/assessment/alternative-assessments.pdf
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High 
Impact  
Option 2  

Provide multiple means of 
expression  

.  vary types of assessment 
throughout the course   
Or  

 provide options within 
one assignment  
  

Vary types of assessment throughout the course   
Biggs argues that what and how students learn depends on how they think 
they will be assessed (1999, p. 141). This means that in most cases, students 
only focus on learning the skills relevant to doing well in the class. If the only 
forms of assessment used in the class are tests or exams, students will 
memorize the factual information that they need to get a good grade, 
forgetting much of it a week later (Mazur, 2015). If all assessments are timed 
tests, for example, offering a variety will allow students with test anxiety to 
show their learning under other conditions.  
Provide options within one assignment   
By allowing learners to present their opinions, as well as their understanding 
and knowledge in a manner of their own choosing, instructors can better 
assess a learner's progress within a course. Of course, depending on the 
outcomes learners are to achieve, not all assessments offer flexibility of 
choice. Nonetheless, offering choice where possible allows learners to 
present what they know to the best of their abilities.  

Vary types of assessment throughout the course  
Check assessments across the semester. If the assessments are all similar 
(e.g. timed tests), consider changing one or two to encourage higher order 
thinking skills.   

Provide options within one assignment  
Revise an assessment to offer flexibility and choice in medium (e.g., written 
expression, video/audio recording, and graphics) or offer a choice of topics 
within one assignment. 

In both cases, ensure you are assessing the stated outcomes.  Learn more 
here:   
Taxonomy of Learning Outcomes   
Aligning Assessments with Learning Outcomes (10 minutes)  

High 
Impact   
Option 3  

Allow for ongoing revisions and 
draft submissions (scaffolding) 
of long assignments  
  
  

Breaking down large assignments into smaller sections:  
• motivates learners and keeps them engaged and working in the online 

environment  
• makes the task less daunting and more manageable.   
• allows you to provide feedback as students complete a complex 

assignment.  
Studies also indicate that breaking a large assignment down into smaller 
tasks encourages academic integrity. 
 

Divide a big assignment into smaller components. Allow students to turn in 
parts of large projects for feedback before the final project is due. Give 
students resubmission options to correct errors in assignments. Arrange for 
peer feedback when appropriate. 
Create opportunities for peer review in Brightspace with Peer Mark.  
Note: Not all the steps leading towards the finished product need to be 
graded. One study found that students who engaged in informal, nongraded 
writing tasks including peer review found the assignment more meaningful. 
When students find assignments meaningful, they are more likely to invest 
themselves in it, learn from the activity, and be successful. 
From: Darby (2019). Small Teaching Online, pp 29-34.   

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2021.101030 

• are often ill-structured 
problems with no right 
answers  

• allow for feedback, practice, 
and second chances to solve 
the problem being addressed 
Bean (1993) and Svinicki (2004) 

https://doi.org/10.1080/0729436990180105
https://mazur.harvard.edu/presentations/assessment-silent-killer-learning-31
https://iweb.langara.ca/tcdc/files/2017/06/2017_03-Taxonomy-of-Learning.pdf
https://stream.langara.ca/media/t/0_3568ozou
https://iweb.langara.ca/edtech/learning-tools-and-technologies/peermark/
https://login.ezproxy.langara.ca/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat05664a&AN=lang.b1845708&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2021.101030
https://doi.org/10.1002/tl.167

